E VANGELISTIC SER VICES.	101
great gathering which I attended—I found it was the case
afterwards on similar occasions—there was less mere idle
discussion than there is where the missionary carries on
his work from day to day. In addition to preaching-
Cations, there were bookstalls where portions of the
Scriptures and Christian tracts and books were disposed
of On .to the time of this mela there was a large
gratuitous distribution among persons who from their look
and manner were deemed suitable recipients; but for many
years it has been found best to charge a small price, with-
out adopting a hard and fast line against giving away.
It is very difficult, rather impossible, to estimate the
effect produced by evangelistic services on such .occasions.
They have not been fruitless as to conversion, but if we
look simply at results of this kind it must be acknowledged
they are very limited. Instances have occurred of persons
having been so impressed' that they have followed mis-
sionaries to places far away from Allahabad; but their
courage has failed them, and they have after a short time
disappeared. One advantage is secured—the Gospel is
kept before the minds of the people, and some knowledge
of it is carried to the remotest parts of the land. Books
and tracts are taken to places which missionaries have
never visited. It cannot be doubted that such services
have their part in preparing the people for the new and
better state of things which every Christian longs for and
expects.
At Allahabad I had an opportunity of observing the
peculiarities of a great Hindu mela. The morning was
devoted to bathing and the performance of religious rites.
As the forenoon came on, the merchants of every class set
out their wares in tents erected on sites appointed for
them, with their opening, so far as possible, away from the

